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Though the continuation of  David’s line was part of  the promise of  the Davidic 
Covenant (7:4–17), his large family was a constant source of  heartache and trouble 
throughout the latter part of  2 Samuel. David’s family troubles included the death 
of  Bathsheba’s infant son as judgment for David’s adultery (12:15–23), the incest 
of  Amnon with Tamar, and Absalom’s subsequent murder of  Amnon (13:1–36). 
Perhaps most striking was the rebellion of  David’s son Absalom, who drove David 
from Jerusalem, took David’s wives, and nearly wrested the kingdom from David 
(15:7—18:33).

The intrigue and hostility among the children of  David’s many wives and con-
cubines was partially, and perhaps largely, due to David’s polygamy. While common, 
polygamy was never successful because it violated the divine ordinance (Gen. 2:24). 
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