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Exploring   Christianity: 
Is Jesus a prophet or the Son of God? 

Use the following space to take notes as you view the video in which Lee Strobel interviews Mike 

Licona, the founder of Risen Jesus, a Christian organization based in Virginia Beach, and 

Shabir Ally, the founder of the Islamic Information Center in Toronto, Canada.  
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Name:    ______________________ 

Grade:   ______________________ 
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Exploring   Christianity: 
Is Jesus a prophet or the Son of God? 

1. As a group, take a few moments to list some of the common words or phrases you have 

heard used to describe or define Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. When you were growing up, what were you taught about Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you believe about Jesus today? Is he a good man? A prophet? The Messiah? 

The divine Son of God? What words or phrases do you think accurately describe him? 

On what do you base your beliefs about Jesus?  
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Exploring   Christianity: 
Is Jesus a prophet or the Son of God? 

 

4. Shabir Ally considers Jesus to be a prophet born of a virgin, a miracle worker, and the 

Messiah who was raised from the dead. But he does not believe Jesus to be divine (or the “Son of 

God”) in any way. Does Ally’s conclusion make sense to you? Why or why not? Does his belief 

that Jesus is not divine contradict any of his other beliefs about Jesus? Explain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Based on the following excerpts from the New Testament, who do you think Jesus believed 

himself to be? Give reasons from the text for you responses. (Refer to the next page for the 

excerpts) 
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6. Both Mike Licona and Shabir Ally agree that the Gospels provide the earliest historical 

record of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ (written by eyewitnesses during the lifetimes of 

many other eyewitnesses). How reliable do you think the Gospels are as an historical source of 

information about the life and ministry of Jesus? Explain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7. Licona believes there is historical evidence that Jesus claimed divinity and rose from the dead. 

Ally suggests that Jesus’ divinity is really an idea that simply evolved over time. Who do you 

agree with most? Why? In what ways do the following early accounts from the Gospels impact 

what you believe about the true identity of Jesus? 
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Exploring   Christianity: 
Is Jesus a prophet or the Son of God? 

8. Licona argues that Jesus had two natures --- a divine nature and a human nature. Conversely, 

Ally counters that “to be human means to have limitations and to be divine means to have no 

limitations. Jesus cannot be limited and unlimited at the same time unless he was 

schizophrenic.” Why or why not? Is it possible or impossible for Jesus to be both completely 

human and completely divine at the same time? Could theologians be right when they say, based 

on Philippians 2, that during Jesus’ earthly ministry he voluntarily emptied himself of the 

independent use of his divine attributes? Explain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Read John 20:28 – 31 (see reference on previous page). What do you think it would take (or 

what did it take) for you to come to the same conclusion as Thomas and say – as he finally did – 

“[Jesus, you are] my Lord and my God!” (v.28)? 
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Exploring   Christianity: 
Is Jesus a prophet or the Son of God? 

10. What are some of the impications for all of humanity if Jesus really was the unique Son of 

God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. What are some implications for your life if Jesus really was God in human form? Which of 

these implications is most difficult or troublesome to you? 
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